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II PETER I. 15. 


& Moreover, I will endeavour that you may be able, 
after my deceaſe, to have theſe things always in 


cc remembrance.” 


H E apoſtle Peter is ſuppoſed to have written this 
divinely inſpired letter about a year before his 
martyrdom, which he is ſaid to have ſuffered at 
Rome, under the bloody Nero; in the fourteenth year of 
his reign, and the fixty-eighth of the Chriſtian zra: | 

| 
| 
| 


The text, in connexion with the preceding verſe, ſerves 
to ſhew that it was written under the certain apprehenſion 
of his approaching diſſolution. © Knowing, ſaid he, that 
I muſt ſhortly put off this my tabernacle, even as our 9 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewed me.“ . Referring, moſt | 
probably, to that memorable conference with his divine 
Maſter, when Jeſus, juſt after his reſurrection, commanded | 
Peter to follow him---in token of his readineſs to ſuffer | 
for him the ſame kind of death which he had ſuffered.+ 71 — 

In the view of this ſolemn event, he is particularly ſoli- 
citous that the important truths of Chriſtianity, which he 
had taught, ſhould live in the minds of his hearers after \ 


his death; and produce the moſt happy effects, even their 
holineſs and falvation. | 
In 


2 Pet, 1. 14. + John xxl. 18, 19, 20. 
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AI. To thew.what is bod i in that cenamothranrs-of 
theſs things which people ſhould retain afer the death of | 


III. To enquire: uh all Faithful miniſters exmmeſtly 
gr eee n me 


int out ſame of the things yr FFP 


: We are to- 


in the text . which the chriſtian miniſter; r would havo 
? and Lav; props FRE robe: 


Theſe are the things of the gaipel, or the chrifjian acl | 
gion in general, raping the truths of natural religion, 


revelations :—oonlidered in a doctrinal, experimental and 
practical light. 
But we Aal. preſent, only — notice 2 few. pic 


; The ſovereign . 5 
yacion of fines, This is im . r apoſtle's addreſs 
1 c 


yr OS. of this e To them who have 
precious faith. 4 The Greek moſt properly - 


N e The 
* 
t Context, verls 'A 


v 


obtained in the preſent caſe: is: faith, © like precious 
banda the penis ale obtained, in every in- 


1 his tun rum through this 
in Audi it will appear 
evidence, if we look 1 into the ac 


liſts, 28 to the manner in which The: apoſtles, in general, 
this faith. Peter and his 


is epiſtle, and the ſacred 
with the 
SEE ah ſeveral Evan- 


Het ge and nan? The wk vga others of 
and nation? The truth is equally evident from 
call of the other apuſtits, and the evangeliſts :—But I 


_ none but the per ſecuting Saul, that amazing mo- 


mercy | whoſe wonderful converſion, 
"uy narrated in the 
a divine reaſon; 


nument of 


by himſelf, in one of his ep 
divine mereſ in bis falvation might be matter af eaconr- 


Wannen 
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| iNuftrate and confirm the apoſtolic 

not of him who 23 or” . 
3 N. PN 
28 Indeed, the in he 
ſalvation of . —— 8 the inſpired 
writers, but is eſſentially connected With ah ſcripture. 
r 
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in e the whole race 
is naturally under the 12 
mind—or diſpoſition, which is, in its tendency and appe- 
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xxii. 1—16. rr. + Rom, ix. 16. 


= 4 gon 41 8 EAN O W. 3 


dere lee ne ay rey ror | 


3 0 
in a, manner enactiy cmporting 2 
ſervations. “ Who — ſuggeſt a reaſon why theſe: — 4 


even that the riches , 


These inftanges of divine merey; to ee ee | 
teſtimony that it is 
me 


e iir. ler, Mark 2. 16. 26. $ Ad ix, 42, @ 
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— Gok and are the fit object of | 
divine rathf to be difplayed in the execution of the 
threatned puniſhment ; n which the hoh) ſcriptures 
22 confirm, it is almoſt intuitively evident, 8 
Kan are n r 
n j 2517-03201 oo! 3% 2; * 
The doctrines in by ſin, and recovery by tee 
== MHuſtrate and confirm cod ſures?" = 
r the chriſtian revelation: and Evel the faith 
miniſter wiſhes they 3 be 1 the 
winde of his people even r may 
F en 7 9417 
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8. FE xl in which ſovereign grace oe eech the fal- 
vation of ſinners. It is through the righteouſneſs of our 
God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and by faich in him. 
Though the grace, which faves ſinners;/is free and ſo- 
vereign, as it reſpects the guilty; it is not, however, 
beſtowod without good reaſon, as it reſpects the divine 
but in ſuch a way as moſt deciſively diſplays 
* ſupreme rectitude of the divine moral | 4 
Cans grace which reigns through righteouſneſs, to eternal 
- life; by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. T So as divine be- 
 Rownient of ſalvation to the ſinner, is an expreſſion of 
reſpect to the righteouſnefs and atonement of Chriſt : 
eſpecially, as it is beſtowed in the way of faith ſo that 
«© he who beheveth ſball be e but be 122 believeth ou 


fall be damned. And; 1 12 


Such is the nature of chat precious Faith; cose 
with ſalvation, that its diſtinguiſhing quality conſiſts in a 
cordial approbation of the atoning nghteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
han oſkng on that righteouſneſs alone for ſalvation. h 


FY The power and grace of God are eminently. at 
3 in the beſtowment -ofy this vs in all its 
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Wie PEW Ip IT; by the. * 
Fee n e che Holy Spirit ; the deliverance 
from the luſts and corruptions of this vain world, 
thoſe ſanctifying influences; and the divine, efficacious: 
N Slot, and virtue, which > ch iris portion, 
d 8 of 7 y' | 
| Believers have exceeding ly great and precious p. 5 
mit they reſpect the 4 preſence, and care in 
this mortal life——the beſtowmenr of eyery-needful god 
in the 5 in che world w come, 8 
Wy 


3 
C3 : 


5. AN are to give al W to ae e 
and election fure—by making progreſs in the chriſtian 


life, and adding the various of the chriſtian 
temper and character to . e * 
grace feel beten ; 


6. Thoſe who abound” in wot various races are 
fruitful in the knowledge of God—or, they grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of their Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. But thoſe ho are deſtitute of theſe. are, ſpiritu- 
ally, blind, inſenſible of the weight and worth of divine 
and eternal things: And have, in effect, forgotten. that 
they were purged from their old fins”—or that Converſion 
changes the heart and life. And they are, indeed, _ 

© thofe unhappy men who are deſtitute of that prec 
faith which is eſſentially connected with all the branches 
of the chriftian tempers and with final 


II. We ee +6 m t r . 
brance of theſe things which People mud retain after | 
che death of their miniſters. 

In general, it is ſuch as will anſwer eden of hy 
chriſtian miniſtry, and iſe in-the final falvaion of the = 

| Cane vr. gte. ® Context, ver. 4. t Conan 5} 


. 


hearers. Such a remembrance implies, that the truth 
and duties of chriſtianity, exhibited in the evangelical mi- 
niſtry, engage the ſolemn attention of the hearers, and 
are received into good and honeſt hearts not as the 
word of man, but, as they are indeed, the word of God. 

That the hearers, like new- born babes, deſire the 

ſincere milk of the word, that they may grow thereby, 
atid-< obey from the heart that form of 000 words which 
5 delivered to them.“ 
here this is the caſe, the webd preached will wake 
laſting impreſſions on the heart, and. the glad tidings-of 
great joy will be ever new. The happy ſubjects of this 
grace will be ſweetly eſtabliſhed in the truth, and animated 
to every good word and work. 

True religion is a rational and moſt glorious ſyſtem. — 
And thoſe who duly remember, genuine, evangelical preach- 
ing, know it to be ſo. They experience its transform ng 
in vence, and find the truth of thofe words of Jeſus, I 
any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf. 
They taſte the peculiar excellence of ' chriſtian truth, and 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of their Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. They endure as ſeeing him who is 
Go. — it is their meat and drink to do the will of 
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| III. we are now to ſhew why Al u fichtel miniſters | 

© earneſtly defire and endeavour that this may be the caſe 
with chair hearers, after their death. 

Among the many reaſons which might he adduced, the 
— deſerve particular attention : 

I. Such miniſters know that chriſtianity deſcended 
. heaven, or is a revelation from God. This animated 
our apoſtle to that earneſt deſire mentioned in the text, as 
appears by the words immediately . «© For we 


| _ 


< John, . 


" 


brit? p dr. 
Andi all true, chriſtian miniſters are as really perſuaded 
of the Wüch and divinity of the chriſtian revelation,-as the 


apoſtle Peter, though not, in all reſpects, in the ſame mat 

— In addition 5 the external arguments, they —.— 
divine evidence, in its favour, ariſing from the truths re- 
vealed, And are fealetl with that holy Spirit of promiſe, 
which is the earneſt of tho heavenly inheritance. f 


Poſſeſſed of this ſcheme of divine truth, they are deſi. 
rous that their hearers may know its worth, and feel its 


power. 


2. They know this divine ſyſtem to be of great worth 


and importance in itſelf, and to the ſbuls of men. The 
leading ſubjects of this revelation, are the diſplay of divine 


K A SERMON.” th 


laue nat followed cunningly deviſed fables, when we made 7 
known to you, the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus 


perfection, in the work of redemption. the manner in 


which ſinners are brought home to God by Chriſt Jeſus, 
and made the ſubjects of that glorious redemption and 


the principal events which reſpect the church, down to 
the ſecond coming of Chriſt, and the conſummation. of all 


things—compriſing the final ſtate, both of the righteous 
and the wicked. In view of the reality and importance 


of theſe things, the faithful miniſter earneſtly deſires that 


they may be remembred by his hearers after his death. 


3. Such miniſters are decply concerned for the honour 


of Chriſt, in the ſalyvation of their. hearers. This will be 
effected, if they duly remember theſe things. 

The faithful miniſter has embarked. his all with the 
glory of Chriſt, in the ſucceſs of his kingdom, for the fake 


_ 
- 


of which he © counts all things but loſs. And, for many. 


obvious reaſons, he will be eſpecially intereſted in tho 


ſucceſs of this good cauſe among the people of his own 5 


' „ 0. - 


$ 2 Peter x. 16, + Epheſ. 1. 13,14.—iv. 30. 
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'  _- dear charge. And, for the ſame reaſons that he ſeeks its 
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fucceſs while he lives, he will defire that it * proſper | 
Alter his death. 85 
The men of this world deſire the riches. 4 glories of 
| the 3 life for their children after they ſhall he taken 
Even ſo will the faithful miniſter defire the ſalva- 


— of his hearers—bis children, after bis death. 


4. Such nder earneſtly defire that their ap 
may duly remember theſe chings after they are d at 
they may meet and live with them in he heavenly Rare. 
This is a great conſolation to God's people, but _ 
ally, to faithful miniſters, in death, that they expect 
meet and live with their chriſtian friends i in a A no wary 
The Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, were exceedingly 
animated in ſufferings and death, in the joyful expectation 
of ſuch a e the gathering together to Chriſt 
Jeſus, of which they ſpeak F—and, in the view of which, 
they were prevented from ſorrowing, at the g s of their 
friends, as thoſe who had. no hope. 
How painful muſt be the parting of chriſtians, in death, 
if it were final ! But how does the tyrant afſume an 
angel's form, when they. view him as ſent by their heavenly” 
father, to tranſlate them to the ſociety of the redeemed 
who are gone before, and to prepare * to 3 
thoſe who ſhall come after! 
But evangelical miniſters, above all men, \, muſt be rookie 
In this meeting with each other, and with the 2 of 
their charge — for whom (to uſe the ſtron figure of the 
great apoſtle) they © travail in birth, till hriſt is formed 
in them.“ 

How happy that meeting in which he who ſowed, and 
they who reap, ſhall rejoice together, in the preſence and 
glory of their God and Saviour! and join to bear a part 

in 


+ 2 Theſ. ii. 1. f 1 Thel. iv. 13.  * Galat. iv. 19. 
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in the ſong, o him who loved them and Gaſhed den | 


from their fins in his own blood. 

Happy miniſters, who are thus bleſſed 1 in thei W 
e. happy people who have ſuch a faithful miniſter, and 
wiſely improve the price they enjoy to be * to aus- : 


tion s 
IMPROVEMENT. 45 


As the n rainifer and le whoſs | 
words have been conſidered, Ipake the language of all 
faithful preachers of the goſpel, a variety of and 
important reflections will be excited. * 
Map of theſe muſt be paſſed in ſilence, but thoſe 
which follow deſerve our particular attention. 
I. Axe deſireth the office of a biſhop, deſireth a 
If ſuch be the object of the ien miniſtry, even that 
our people may duly remember the ſacred truths of Chriſ, 
tianity—who, not a ſtranger to the excellence of religion, 
and the worth of ſouls, but would earneſtly defire to be 
qualified for this miniſtry, and bear à part in it? 
How ſweetly muſt that life be ſpent, which is devoted 


to the ſervice of Chriſt, in this beſt employment ? and 


how excellently fitted is this courſe of labour to form the 
man of God, for the ſtill more refined ſervice and enjoy- 
ments of the heavenly ſtate } | 

In what other employment, is there ſuch an ample. field 
for the exertion of chriſtian benevolence to men, or of 
thankfulneſs to God for his unſpeakable gift? Admit- 
ting that there are many difficulties in our work---what 
are thoſe difficulties, compared with the power and 


which are redeemed by his blood, in thankful exertions 


for his glory in the falvation of his chyrch---with the 


animating 
a . 


* ; ne 
o 


of Chriſt, which are on our ſide ? or, with the privilege 
of being admitted to ſpend that life, and t talents 


» 
* 
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_ animating of happy ſucceſs ? And that, -not 
only while we ks but after our departure, by the pious 
3 rie e on e * 


our hearers 
* | 
II. We, who are the 8 ck, of the bleſſed 


\ 


| goſpel, have the moſt weighty inducements to fidelity in 


"our work, © It. is required of ſtewards that a man be 
found faithful. view. important that we are © gocd 
ſtewards” of this << old grace of God.” „ 

Do we wiſh that our hearers may duly remember theſe 
dings after our death, we muſt labour that they Ry be 
properly affected with them while we live. 

Here, the whole extent of the miniſterial work invites 
our attention but this is a field by far too wide to 
be attempted, at preſent. 

May we all abtain ny" to be faithful and ſuccolbal 
in the ſervice of ſo. good a maſter. And, in particular, may 
all our hearts be one, in this moſt important cauſe ; that 
2 rayers be not hindered, or our exertions counter- 

in attempting to '«f ſtrengthen the chings which 
oO and are ready to die.“ , 

Who have ſuch bonds of union, or inducements, to 
de compared with ours, to the moſt r affection 
and exertion? 

Our province is to exalt the Rodborthr; in the pro- 
motion of his kingdom of loye and peace ;---that the God 
of peace may proſper our attempts, and dwell among us, 

We are, eſpecially, called to it at this time of the pre- 
valence of evil---when ſo many are purſuing, with heed- 
leſs ſteps, the broad and downward road ! 

The certain proſpect that we muſt put off thes 
tabernacles, and give up the account of our ſteward- 
. ſhip, ſhould engage us to the moſt ſerious diligence in 
our work. The time of our departure is at hand.“ 
The divine language to cach of us is, « What 2 
doc 


1% 


watchful, how prayerful ſhould we be, leſt after 


" 


III. As Jeſus Chriſt ind his g 
through all ages, ſo his faithful miniſters are 25 one W 
all their ſucceſſions. | 


cular, in the preſent ſubje&—they are all united in ardent 
defire, and painful, exertion, that their people may retain 
a proper ſenſe of the things of the goſpel, when as 4 _— 


no more on earth. 
This was eminently oe of the! venerable, and . 


Having received a learned and religious rey cy 
and being early. impreſſed with-a pious: concern for the 
honour of Chriſt, in the ſalvation of his church he con- 
ſecrated his talents to the ſervice of God's houfe, and 
devoted his life to the work of the chriſtian miniſtry we 
this place. And, og has 1 continued ans” o 


Poſſeſſed of 1 abilitics—iniprove by an 
acquaintance with literature in e ſubordinated 
all to the goſpel of Chriſt, + 8 
Theological ſubjects and im 
delight. He was : well read and judicious divine, a faſt 


Gn to pure Chriſtianity, — a . err on 
red truths. | 


ing, and whole deportment, greatly recommend 


religion which he taught—and ſhewed him to be an. 
Ifraelite indeed.” He deſeryed and poſſeſſed the character 
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doelt, to wuickly:! Our approachin ent the” 
tefs ſure ne . that of the 5 ever. - How 
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to Ds mg ont us ſhould 15 A 47 0 port 55 
el, are the Haw” 


As 1n the evangelical miniſtry i in e f in peru 


mi whoſe funeral ſolemnities we are met to attend. 


this people, to a goo A 
were hiv ive 


"The excellent ſpirit which was diſplayed in his preceh= 
the 
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2 © Aris fuperfl 
chat he was exceeded by few, in the amiable ſweetneſs 


— 5 5 Ae in the more private walks of life and that he 
2 15 


nour to chriſtianity, and to human nature, in the 


7 A - domeſtic and ſocial relations. He exhibited an excellent 


* 


| 
* 5 example, as a huſband, a parent, a friend, a chrittian; and 
2 Miniſter And, what ſhall we ſay more ? we are in 


3 large field, and the time would fail us to deſcend to 


m diſtinction is marked in out text. His moſt earneſt. 
and unremitted endeayours were exerted for the ſalvation 
of his flock.” And, he was greatly ſolicitous that they. 
—_— r 

aſter his de 7 


BO nh unabating . he taught ea, & publicly, 

wo from houſe to houſe.” And that, under the decays 
of age, and in the midſt of many difcouragements. oe 

+ When taken off from his public labours, and under the 
extreme weakneſs of approaching diſſolution— the ſalygtion 
of his people was ſtill on his heart, and ſome of his lateſt 
hours were Dan in committing them to. the ſhepherd of 


1 


. ang heart-felt joy of the chriſtian faith and hope. | 
8 May ſurviving miniſters catch his falling mantle, 
walk by the ſame rule, and, when they — ſeryed their 
ene by the will 'of God, ſleep in Jeſus---and/ _ 
a y part in the gathering together to Chriſt Jef 
of w h * rer, W. * 2 
of 7 | \ f IV. The 
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+. The following 1 ii e to this truly good mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, it is — N be acceptable to the reader. 

His father was the reverend Mr. Nathaniel Eells of Scituate, in 
Maſſachuſetts. He was born July 11, 1711. He receiv d his edu- 
* at Harvard College, in nne was ordained to the 
| paſtoral 


* 
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vous to obſerve to thoſe who knew him; 
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I he lived---and thus he Sn the calm ſerenity 
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